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Segal AmeriCorps Education Award 

Matching Program for Higher Education Institutions 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) for Institutions 

(Have additional questions? Email us at edawardmatch@cns.gov) 

 

What is AmeriCorps? 

AmeriCorps provides opportunities for more than 80,000 Americans each year to give 

intensive service to their communities and country through three programs: AmeriCorps State 

and National, AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers In Service To America), and AmeriCorps 

NCCC (National Civilian Community Corps). AmeriCorps members tutor and mentor youth, 

build affordable housing, assist veterans and military families, provide health services, run 

after-school programs, help communities respond to disasters, and build the capacity of 

nonprofit groups to become self-sustaining, among many other activities. AmeriCorps 

members in recent years have stepped up their role in recruiting, training, and managing 

volunteers of all ages and backgrounds, supporting 3.4 million community volunteers in 2011 

alone. In exchange for a year of full-time service, members earn a Segal AmeriCorps 

Education Award that can be used to pay for college or graduate school, or to pay back 

qualified student loans. Since 1994, more than 775,000 Americans have given 1 billion hours 

of service through AmeriCorps. For more information on AmeriCorps, please go to 

www.americorps.gov.  

 

What is the Segal AmeriCorps Education Award? 

The Segal AmeriCorps Education Award is a post-service benefit received by AmeriCorps 

members, including those serving through VISTA and the National Civilian Community 

Corps (NCCC). For more information on the Award, please go to 

www.americorps.gov/for_individuals/benefits/benefits_ed_award.asp.  

 

How does the Segal AmeriCorps Education Award help students? 

Upon successful completion of a term of service, AmeriCorps members are eligible to receive 

a Segal AmeriCorps Education Award ranging in value from $1,000 to $5,550, which may be 

used only to subsidize higher education costs. The amount of the Segal AmeriCorps 

Education Award is tied to the maximum amount of the U.S. Department of Education’s Pell 

Grant. Members may earn up to two awards and have seven years to use this benefit. Since 

the inception of AmeriCorps in 1994, more than 500,000 alumni have earned more than $1.5 

billion in education awards. Awards may be used to: 

 Repay qualified existing or future student loans  

 Pay all or part of the current education expenses to attend a qualified institution of 

higher education (including certain vocational programs)  

 Pay expenses while participating in an approved school-to-work program.  

 

How will matching the Segal AmeriCorps Education Award help my institution? 

The Segal AmeriCorps Education Award, which was designed to encourage AmeriCorps 

alumni to seek postsecondary education opportunities, serves as a powerful recruitment tool 

for individuals to join AmeriCorps. In turn, studies show that AmeriCorps alumni, with their 

commitment to service, also make excellent students! They have the traits and skills colleges 
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and universities value, such as a commitment to community, problem-solving experience, and 

training as leaders. Consequently, a growing number of higher education institutions, in order 

to attract AmeriCorps alumni to enroll in their programs, are matching the education award 

with scholarships, and/or providing other academic incentives. 

 

The Corporation for National and Community Service expands its relationships with 

America’s institutions of higher education by encouraging all colleges and universities to 

match the Segal AmeriCorps Education Award. Currently, there are over 100 institutions 

participating in the matching program, providing students with the benefit of an affordable 

education and schools with the benefit of outstanding students and leaders. All institutions of 

higher learning that join the matching program are added to the AmeriCorps.gov website, a 

destination where AmeriCorps alumni frequently refer to in search of post-service 

opportunities. For a list of participating institutions, please go to 

www.americorps.gov/for_individuals/benefits/ed_award_match.asp.  

 

How can my institution match the Segal Education Award? 

Colleges and universities have wide latitude in how they choose to craft their Segal 

AmeriCorps Education Award matching program. Three categories broadly describe the ways 

in which institutions choose to incentivize their matching program for AmeriCorps alumni, 

but the primary and preferred program model is to provide a full dollar for dollar match of the 

education award. 

 

Scholarship Match – Tuition or cash assistance provided to AmeriCorps alumni who have 

completed at least one full term of service. Examples: 

 Full or partial match of the Segal AmeriCorps Education Award  

 Scholarship program or competition with a certain allotment set aside for AmeriCorps 
alumni each year  

 

Academic Incentive – Any academic benefit provided to AmeriCorps alumni who have 

completed at least one term or service. Examples: 

 General academic credit granted for each year of service, generally between 3 to 9 

credit hours 

 Targeted academic credit for subject specific programs, such as an education focused 
graduate school offering credit to an AmeriCorps alumnus who completed a term of 

service with an education centric organization such as Citizen Schools or Teach for 

America. 

 Preferential acceptance into academic internships 
 

Miscellaneous Incentive – Any miscellaneous benefits given to AmeriCorps alumni who have 

completed at least one full term of service. Examples: 

 Preferential application consideration at admissions 

 Waived application fee 

 Housing or board assistance 

 Preferential selection for work study or other on campus opportunity 
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What is the minimum match required to participate in the Segal AmeriCorps Education 

Award matching program? 

Institutions must provide a benefit valued at $1000 or greater to participate in the program. 

 
EXAMPLES OF INSTITUTIONS THAT PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROGRAM: 

 

 

Alaska Pacific University is offering an AmeriCorps Matching Grant to qualified AmeriCorps 

students in recognition of academic potential, involvement in community activities, and leadership. 

This award matches, on a semester basis, the AmeriCorps funds the student requests from 

AmeriCorps. Student must be admitted to Alaska Pacific University through the regular admissions 

process and be attending full-time.  
 

There are two different options for the AmeriCorps Scholarship program at Augsburg College. 

The first option is for students enrolling full time in the undergraduate day college. The Augsburg 

AmeriCorps Scholarship awards $5,000 to qualified AmeriCorps members currently serving or who 

have served for at least one year. Students must be certified as eligible by director of their AmeriCorps 

site, be accepted for admission, and be a full-time day student. The second option is for students 

enrolling in either the Weekend College or one of the Graduate programs. AmeriCorps volunteers who 

have served at least half-time for one year and who are qualified for admission to Augsburg College 

may receive a 25% tuition credit for one course each term for the duration of study. 

 

The Heller School for Social Policy and Management at Brandeis University will waive the $50 

application fee for AmeriCorps alumni. Heller will also match the education award for any alumni 

admitted to the M.B.A. or Master of Management Program. Heller offers three degree options that are 

designed specifically to bridge the gap between theory and practice: Master of Management, M.B.A. 

(human services), and Ph.D. in Social Policy. 

 

Clark University's Department of International Development, Community and Environment (IDCE) 

offers at least one tuition-free scholarship to an AmeriCorps alumnus accepted into one of the four 

IDCE graduate programs (worth $40,000 at current rates) in: Community Development and Planning, 

International Development and Social Change, Environmental Science and Policy, and Geographic 

Information Sciences for Development and Environment. IDCE also matches the education award of 

every AmeriCorps alumnus who enrolls. 
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